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The Radius 
o the humerus is a long bone, the largest in the upper limb 
o it articulates proximally with the scapula at the scapulohumeral (glenohumeral) joint 
o it articulates distally with the ulna at the elbow joint 

o the radius is a long bone, the shorter of the two in the forearm 
o proximally, the head of radius articulates with the capitulum of the humerus 
o the head also articulates with the radial notch of the ulna 
o the radial tuberosity separates the neck of radius from the body 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The neck of radius 

The head of radius 

The body of radius 

Radial tuberosity 

Radial styloid process: MUCH LARGER 

than  the ulnar. It extends further distally 

by about 1 fingers breadth. 

Ulnar notch: this is 

where the head of the 

ulna articulates 

Groove for extensor 

digitorum and extensor 

indices 

Groove for extensor 

pollicis longus 

Groove for extensor carpi 

radialis longus and brevis 

Dorsal tubercle of radius: 

“Listers tubercle” 

Bony features include: 
- head of radius 
- neck of radius 
- radial tuberosity 
- body of radius 
- radial styloid process 

Dorsal markings on the distal radius,  
- ulnar notch 
- groove for extensor digitorum 

and extensor indices 
- groove for extensor pollicis 

longus 
- dorsal tubercle of radius 
- groove for extensor carpi 

radialis  
- groove for extensor carpi 

radialis longus and brevis 

Posterior oblique line 


