
VENTILATION           
OBJECTIVE SIGNS OF IMPAIRED VENTILATION: 

- Asymmetrical chest wall excursion 
- Decreased or absent air entry 
- Tachypnea 
- Pulse oximetry 

 
So, say the patient is intubated already: 
IS THE OXYGENATION ADEQUATE? 

- Pulse oximetry will tell you the SaO2 but not the PaO2 
o It is unreliable in 

 poor perfusion 

 anaemia 

 hypothermia 

 blood pressure cuff is above the sensor 

 the sensor is on an injured extremity 

 carboxyhemoglobin or methemoglobin 
 

IS THE VENTILATION ADEQUATE? 
- Bagging and masking should be performed by 2 people where possible 
-  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarized from GMP medical school lectures and the ATLS handbook - many parts were treated unfairly brifly, or were entriley omitted- I strongly recommend you read the actual ATLS manual, and attend their excellent course.


