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Course of the Median Nerve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forms from the MEDIAL 
and LATERAL cords of 
the brachial plexus 

Runs lateral to the brachial artery 

Sits on top of the 
coracobrachialis muscle 

Crosses anteriorly over the brachial artery 
when it encounters the brachialis muscle

Then, runs medial to the brachial artery 

Coracobrachialis 

Brachialis 

Biceps 
Runs under the biceps into the 
cubital fossa 

Gives a branch to the elbow joint; 
THERE ARE NO OTHER 
BRANCHES ABOVE THE ELBOWCubital fossa 

Gives branches to the anterior 
compartment muscles of the forearm Enters the arm between the heads of 

pronator teres 

Travels down the forearm between the 
two flexor digitorum muscles 

Flexor digitorum profundis 

Flexor digitorum superficialis 
 

Gives rise to the ANTERIOR 
INTEROSSEOUS NERVE 

Interosseous membrane 
 

The ANTERIOR 
INTEROSSEOUS NERVE 
Runs between the flexor 
digitorum profundis and the 
flexor pollicis longus, on top 
of the interosseous 
membrane, until it hit 
pronator quadratus. 

Flexor pollicis longus 

Becomes superficial at the wrist 

Flexor Retinaculum

Recurrent branch  
to the thenar 
muscles 
 

Palmar cutaneous 
branch to the skin 
of the palm 

Supplies the 1st and 2nd lumbrical muscles


